[Chronic renal insufficiency in the terminal stage. Therapeutic possibilities offered by repeated dialysis and transplantation in the absence of selection. Apropos of 136 cases].
Repeated dialysis in hospital or at home, and renal transplantation, carried out mainly with cadaver kidney, should permit in France, in the near future, treatment of all patients with chronic terminal renal failure. This report shows the results obtained between the 1st of November 1972 and the 1st of January 1975 in 136 patients treated without any selection at the Nephrology Department and Renal Transplantation Unit of the Pitié-Salpĕtrière Hospital in Paris, in connection with 20 public and private dialysis centers. 66 patients, i.e. 45% of all, were "high risk" patients, mainly because of their age or cardiovascular condition. The overall percentage of survival rate at 2 years in dialysed patients was 81%. It was 67% in the high risk group and 94% in the others. About half of the deaths occured because of cardiovascular reasons. 82 patients were considered for transplantation. Owing to the lack of donors, the number of transplanted patients was only 21. 19 transplantations were carried out with cadaver kidneys. On the 31st of December 1974, 15 patients, i.e. 71% lived with a functioning transplant. In the reported series, complete rehabilitation was obtained in 30% of cases. The results obtained justify, in our opinion, the policy of non-selection of patients.